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asked questions and given problems to solve that relate impor-
tantly to the field being considered.

Mechanical Ability

Tests of mechanical aptitude seek to measure skill and speed
in perceiving mechanical relationships and in dealing with
machines. JOHN L. STENQUIST, an American educational psy-
chologist working on mechanical ability, devised a test that in-
volves assembling the parts of ten small devices among them a bi-
cycle bell, a push button, and a mouse trap. He found a high cor-
relation between success in this test and success in shop work,
which suggests that the test is a valid indicator. Performance on
the test was largely independent of general intelligence.

Stenquist later drew up a paper-and-pencil form of his test,
showing pictures of common mechanical devices, instead of pre-
senting the gadgets themselves in a box. This group test measures
mechanical ability almost as well as the individual assembly test.

DONALD G. PATERSON and four colleagues, using many
measures, constructed the Minnesota mechanical ability tests.

